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Page Layout


Page layout is the part of graphic design that deals with how elements are arranged on a page.  Because there is a (largely unresearched) psychological component, this can be a very important and hazardous field.  Text and pictures can be combined in ways that affect the viewer in unintended ways.  On an electronic page, GUI using interactive elements adds another layer of complexity.

Skill Level 1  Pretty Pictures

Do the necessary research to describe and contrast the Van de Graaf canon and Tschichold's golden canon.  Explain your feelings on how these canons might or might not be applicable to a modern web page.   
Skill Level 2  Geography of Page Layout

Do the necessary research to define and describe recto, verso and spread.  Using these terms, contrast how books are constructed and read in English-speaking countries versus Arabic-speaking countries.

Comics written in Japan (manga) are usually written from top to bottom and right to left. When translating into English, some publishers "flip" the comics horizontally so that English-speaking readers can follow the stories from left to right.  This causes some problems with pictures.  List some pictures that would be controversial, incorrect, or at least puzzling if they were "flipped".


Skill Level 3  Grids and Templates

Do the necessary research to compare and contrast grids and templates. Which would you find most useful?

Page Layout Software

List some of the more popular page layout software packages.  Include strengths and weaknesses of each.  Discuss how page layout software can be used in desktop publishing

Looking back:   What was the goal of this Special Project?
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Objectives





  Investigate page layout


  Execute effective internet research  


  














